Frequently Used Charter Terms:

Authorizer  - State charter laws define which entities can serve as charter school authorizers in that state. A charter school authorizer is an organization that has been given the authority to approve the application to open new charter schools. In Idaho every school district can authorize a charter school and the Commission of Public Charter Schools is a governor appointed board that started in 2004 as such an entity. 

AYP- stands for Adequate Yearly Progress. A provision of the No Child Left Behind Act, AYP is a measure of how the students are performing on the statewide standardized test. Students fall into several categories based on their scores; Advanced, Proficient, Basic and Below Basic.  Schools must reach the state goals for the number of student who will achieve Advanced or Proficient status in math, reading and language. Schools are said to meet or not meet AYP based on the collective scores of their students. 

Board - a group of people, a board of trustees, who govern the charter school according to the by-laws of their corporation. All charter schools in Idaho are both public government entities and non-profit organizations. They must comply with non-profit law and open meeting laws.  Boards can be appointed, elected or a combination according to their by-laws. 

Brick & Mortar - this term is used to describe a charter school with a real building where children meet for instruction. This is the physical place where attendance is counted usually defined by some geographic boundary.  

Charter: the document or contract that enables the school to come into existence. A lengthy process of approvals is undertaken by a group of people to become authorized to open a school. The charter outlines all the essential operations and accountability guidelines for the school and serves as a contract between the authorizer and the board of the school. 

Curriculum: a course of study in a school. Most typically, charter schools will have a curriculum for Math, Science, English, Reading and Social studies among other subjects. Charter schools have the freedom to choose their own curriculum rather than be directed by a district to employ a particular curriculum.

Director, Head of School, Principal, Administrator or Dean: these are all terms used by charter schools to describe the person who answers to the board for the success of the school. In traditional, non-charter public schools this is usually the Superintendent or the Principal. The title varies according to the preference of the school. If you call a school and ask for the Principal but the forward your call to the Dean, don't be concerned.

Founders: this is a term that describes the people who came together with an idea and wrote a petition to get a charter approved. Those who started the school. Founders are given preference for enrolling their children and typically make up the founding board of the school.

Lottery - A process of selecting students for enrollment through a random process, usually pulling cards from a barrel. When there are more students than a charter school can accommodate, by law, the school must use a lottery method to determine who will get the seat. These admission lotteries are open to a broad range of applicants (such as all students in a district or even in a state), but state law may allow a charter school to weight them in favor of certain groups of applicants. Such preferences, as they are called,  could be siblings of current students, children of teachers, students who live within a certain area, children at risk for academic failure.  Charter schools cannot refuse or reject a student for failure to meet academic criteria  or take the 'cream of the crop'. 

Mission: def. A special task to which one devotes one's effort.  Each charter school is defined by its mission statement. This tell the public what special focus or task they are most committed to. Ie. Creating citizens for the 21st century. Creating community leaders.  In addition to their mission, most charter schools have an emphasis or focus such as art, science or foreign languages. That tells you more about how they will achieve their mission.

State Standards: A set of guidelines or expectations for learning at each grade level and in each subject area. These guidelines help teachers organize content and demonstrate student learning that is age appropriate. The Standards help pace and align what is being taught. All schools are responsible for teaching the content of the state standards. Idaho is moving forward to accept a set of national common standards for math and reading. 

Virtual  Charter- A 'virtual' charter school is one that offers its program predominantly over the internet and is not limited to a centralized 'bricks and mortar' site or sites. Instruction takes place synchronously (in real time)  or asynchronously (not in real time but taped or recorded)  over the internet. 

Methods or Models of Education: A method or model is a group of ideas that describes an approach to learning that is employed by a school.  There are a number of different approaches among those employed in Idaho Charter Schools. Here are the simplified explanations:

· Expeditionary Learning: Expeditionary Learning is a curriculum designed to promote critical thinking, skills and habits, academic achievement, and personal development through the use of in-depth investigations that engage students in community, projects, and service. An expedition brings experts into the classroom, takes students into the field, and engages students in real world learning experiences. Anser Charter School and Pocatello  Community Charter Schools are Expeditionary Learning Schools. 

 

· Harbor Method School: T he Harbor School Method is a way of teaching, a way of learning and a way of schooling. It is an integrated model designed to educate children to be capable graduates ready to contribute to a democratic society The instructional strategies are not necessarily unique and innovative. What is unique and innovative is the way in which these elements have been brought together to form a way of being as a school. The philosophy of a Harbor School is grounded in the belief that when there is low threat and content is highly challenging, accelerated learning takes place. Compass and Liberty Charter Schools are Harbor Schools. 

· Core Knowledge: The idea behind Core Knowledge is simple and powerful; knowledge builds on knowledge. for the sake of academic excellence, greater fairness, and higher literacy. Core Knowledge provides a core curriculum that is coherent, cumulative, and content-specific in order to help children establish strong foundations of knowledge, grade by grade.  White Pine Charter and Xavier Charter are Core Knowledge Schools. 

· Classical Education: Classical education depends on a three-part process of training the mind. The early years of school are spent in absorbing facts, systematically laying the foundations for advanced study. In the middle grades, students learn to think through arguments. In the high school years, they learn to express themselves. This classical pattern is called the trivium A classical education is more than simply a pattern of learning, though. Classical education is language-focused; learning is accomplished through words, written and spoken, rather than through images (pictures, videos, and television).  Xavier and North Valley Charter Schools are Classical Education schools in Idaho. 

· Montessori : The Montessori method is an approach to educating children based on the research and experiences of Italian physician and educator Maria Montessori (1870–1952). It arose essentially from Dr. Montessori's discovery of what she referred to as "the child's true normal nature" in 1907. Applying this method involves the teacher in viewing the child as having an inner natural guidance for his or her own perfect self-directed development. The role of the teacher (sometimes called director, directress, or guide) is therefore to watch over the environment to remove any obstacles that would interfere with this natural development. The teacher's role of observation sometimes includes experimental interactions with children, commonly referred to as "lessons," to resolve misbehavior or to show how to use the various self-teaching materials that are provided in the environment for the children's free use. Monticello Montessori is a Montessori Charter in Idaho. 


· International Baccalaureate: The International Baccalaureate® (IB) is motivated by a mission to create a better world through education. Typified by a reputation for quality, for high standards and for pedagogical leadership. IB promotes intercultural understanding and respect, not as an alternative to a sense of cultural and national identity, but as an essential part of life in the 21st century.   International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect. Sage International and North Star Charter are IB schools.

· Arts-based: Arts-based curriculum is not merely the occasional visiting artist or a once-a-week visit to the resident art specialist. Arts-based curriculum IS a collaborative joining of the strengths of classroom teacher and art specialist in an on-going merging of the curriculum with art forms, within every subject, every day.  Arts-based curriculum is learning through the integration of the visual and performing arts into every phase of instruction. All of the core academic subjects of Math, Science, Social Studies, Reading, and Writing are taught through integration with the arts. Idaho Arts and Garden City Community are Arts-based charters.


· Professional Technical Education: Professional technical schools blend general academics with trade or industry specific training at rigorous levels. Students in the high school years typically have to pass industry standard tests to demonstrate mastery in mechanics, graphic arts, medical technology, computer networking or other applications and various other trades. Meridian Technical Academy and ARTEC are examples of Professional Technical Charter Schools.

